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Upper New York Annual Conference

The United Methodist Church
Board of Ordained Ministry
Masters’ Degree Grants Program

PURPOSE:

The purpose of the Masters’ Degree grant program of the Upper New York Annual Conference is to assist eligible students in meeting the costs of a program of academic study, which meets one of the requirements for full membership in an annual conference.  The grants are provided to eligible students who, in good faith, demonstrate that they are preparing for the ordained ministry of The United Methodist Church.  Local Pastor Course of Study is not funded using this grant program; such funding is under the Registrar for Local Pastors and comes from the Ministerial Educational Fund.     Undergraduate studies funding uses a separate application.  Navigate online to UNYUMC.org & click on “Ordained Ministry” for access to all applications & forms. 
BASIS:

The basis for all grants is demonstrated financial need.
ELIGIBILITY:

Grants are extended to Certified Candidates for ordained ministry in the Upper New York Conference are eligible for Masters level study grants as follows:

Theological student pursuing a Master of Divinity or equivalent degree.

Graduate student pursuing a degree appropriate to the ministry of the ordained deacon or elder.

Note:  Special cases and situations will be considered by the Board of Ordained Ministry.

GRANT PERIOD:

Grants are made for the academic year, September through May or June.  They may also be given for degree work taken during the summer.  REAPPLICATION MUST BE MADE EACH YEAR; IT IS THE RESPONSIBILITY OF THE APPLICANT TO REQUEST THE FORM TO REAPPLY.

APPLICATION DEADLINES:

Except in special cases, applications for an educational grant beginning with the fall semester must be received by the Grants Committee on or before June 30 of each year.

Applications are for 1 year only. A new application should be sent the grant officer annually.

GRANT PAYMENTS:

Checks are mailed twice annually (50% of the grant in each payment) from the conference treasurer’s office.  The first check is mailed about mid-August.  The second check is mailed about mid-December.  Checks are made payable jointly to the student and the school, and are mailed to the student.

GRANT APPLICATION PROCEDURE:

1. Forms are found on the Upper NY Conference web site (click on “Ordained Ministry”) or available through the Grants Committee.  Requesting the form is the candidate’s responsibility.

2. Read the educational grant policy information carefully.

3. Complete the grant application in full, in ink.  Complete the ESTIMATE OF EXPENSES and FINANCIAL RESOURCES in detail, showing all expenses and all resources, not just academic costs.  Incomplete applications will be returned to the applicant.

4. Request the registrar of your seminary or graduate school to complete the certification of academic enrollment.  IF YOU ARE ALREADY IN SCHOOL, TRY TO DO THIS BEFORE YOU LEAVE AT THE END OF THE SPRING SEMESTER.  Some registrars are not available in the summer months, but your status can be certified by any academic officer.

5. Certification of status in Upper New York Conference may be verified from the Conference Journal, by the appropriate registrar, or by the District Superintendent.

6. The applicant should send the completed application along with the certification of academic enrollment to the Scholarship Grant Committee contact listed below.

SCHOLARSHIP / GRANT PROGRAMS

 Upper New York Seminary Grants:   available from various restricted / invested funds at the board’s discretion
Blair Memorial Scholarship:  funded by the Blair Memorial Scholarship Fund.  Up to $1,500 to a theological student preparing for ordained ministry.  Those actively working in issues of peace and justice will be given special consideration.   
Blodgett Fund        available to residents of the Buffalo area, Niagara Frontier District

Maximum Grant awards under the Upper New York Ministerial Studies Grant Program

  Full time students in a 3 year Masters degree program leading to credentials of an elder or deacon:                      up to $7000 per year with a maximum of  $21,000

         Part-time students in a master’s degree program leading to credentials as a deacon or elder:    up to $3000 per year with a maximum of $15,000     
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Upper New York Annual Conference

The United Methodist Church
Board of Ordained Ministry
Application for Student Educational Grant

1. Name (Last, First, Middle)


2. Addresses 

(During academic year)


City
State
Zip
Phone


(During summer)


City
State
Zip
Phone


E-mail address(es)


3. Date and place of birth

4. Marital Status

5. Dependents 


Name
Relationship
Age

6. Home church


7. Present appointment or church membership, if any

7a.   date you were granted certified candidacy status and from which district ______________________

*NOTE: For persons who have been residents of the Niagara Frontier District (Buffalo Area) funds may come from different endowment funds held by the conference.  In no case will these funds exceed the maximum amounts listed above.

9. 
Your educational institution (during grant period)


10.
Degree program in which you will be enrolled


11.
Class designation (during grant period)



OR Graduate School year/progress toward degree


12.
Date next school term begins



13.
Will you be a full-time degree candidate?

14.
Number of academic hours/credits for which you will be registered


Fall
Spring
Summer


15.
Are you seeking ordained status in the Upper New York Annual Conference?


Yes

No

Check one: 
Deacon

Elder



If not, please state reason:





16.
Have you read the Grant Policy?
Yes

No


17.
Do you understand the Grant Policy?


If not, explain:



18.
What is the total amount you have received already from this Scholarship Program previously?  $


19.
Estimate of Expenses for the coming academic year (9 months)



Tuition and Fees
$




Books and Supplies
$




Food 
$



Housing
$



Travel to and from school
$



TOTAL EXPENSES
$

20.
Financial resources for the coming academic year



Projected earnings
$




Spouse’s earnings
$




Funds on hand: Checking 
$




Savings
$



Other assets (stocks, bonds, etc.)
$



TOTAL RESOURCES
$


21.
Other financial assistance you expect to receive, such as loans, scholarships, etc.
_______________________
22.
Unmet financial need for the coming academic year (9 months) 




23.
Please use the space below to elaborate any of your answers or to bring to the attention of the grants committee any special financial circumstances which you feel will be helpful for us to know as we consider your application.

24.
What is the amount of the grant which you are requesting? 




25.
Because of the financial need shown above, I hereby apply for a grant from the Upper New York Conference of the United Methodist Church.  If awarded, the grant will be applied toward my educational expenses as outlined above.  I have studied the grant policy and understand it except as noted above in #17 and #23.

Signature 


Date


PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM(S) TO:

Rev. Fran Hemstreet

5483 Naumburg Lane  

Castorland, NY 13620
On of before June 30

District Superintendent approval signature ____________________________________ date _____________

Upper New York Annual Conference

The United Methodist Church
Board of Ordained Ministry
Institutional Certificate

To be filled out by Dean, School Registrar or Financial Services officer

Name of Student   



I, 
hereby certify that 


is currently enrolled or admitted to be enrolled at 


As a candidate for the degree of

.

He/she is presently classified as a 
(year) in the class of
.

Signature (Dean, Registrar or Financial Officer) _______________________________

Date



Fee per semester hour


Number of hours /courses certified per semester


PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM(S) TO:

Rev. Fran Hemstreet

5483 Naumburg Lane  

Castorland, NY 13620
On of before June 30, 2011

Upper New York Annual Conference

The United Methodist Church
Board of Ordained Ministry
Certification of Candidacy

To be filled out by DS, DCOM Chair or Registrar

I hereby certify that
holds the following status in

The Upper New York Annual Conference: 



and is therefore eligible to receive a student education grant.  

This certification may be verified by giving the page reference in the Upper New York Annual Conference Journal or by the signature of the appropriate registrar or District Superintendent.

Date granted Certified Candidate Status    _________________   by what district   ___________________________

Journal (Year)

Signature


Page number

Date


PLEASE RETURN COMPLETED FORM(S) TO:

Rev. Fran Hemstreet

5483 Naumburg Lane  

Castorland, NY 13620
On of before June 30  
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