Upper New York BOOM    Policies and Contacts for Assistance     (as of 8/2011)
BOOM Registrar     

Rev. Beth Benham,     3672 County Route 6   Hammond NY 13646,        revbetho@yahoo.com

Clergy Status Issues Questions or pleas for assistance can be directed to Rev. Steve Deckard,      
105 Genesee St   New Hartford, NY 13413,     revsteve@centralny.twcbc.com
Psychological  Assessment Officer       

Rev. Ron Wenzinger        607-692-3058       PO box 739., Whitney Point, NY  13862      revswenz@aol.com

Background checks    - contact    Betsy O’Flynn,  UNY BOOM Admin Assistant
1100 South Goodman Street, Rochester, NY 14620   585-340-9558; 585-340-9526 (fax)
uppernyumc@unyumc.org 
Continuing Ed.  & Doctoral Studies aid Officer     

Ray Stees       518-406-5349     7 Terrace Court, Ballston Lake, NY 12019    rstees@nycap.rr.com

Seminary Scholarship officer     

Fran Hemstreet      315-493-0975
5483  Naumburg Lane,  Castorland, NY 13620    revfkh@juno.com

Policies  adopted by Upper New York BOOM

Provisional period: Candidates for Ordination as either Deacon or Elder will be eligible to apply for ordination after a minimum of 2 years full time service under appointment as a provisional member. The 2 year time frame begins after all educational requirements have been completed.   The BOOM officer who oversees the Provisional program is Rev. Jeff Hale      74 North Broad St., Norwich, NY 13815,     jeffh2@frontiernet.net

Continuing Education:  All active Upper New York Conference Clergy not attending school are expected to engage in Yearly Continuing Education of at least 20 contact hours / 2 CEUs. As BOOM budget allows, and based on demonstrated need Continuing Ed grants will be offered up to a maximum of $1500 per quadrennium to any active clergy person. Application form is available on the conference web site. BOOM Cont Ed Loan Officer is Rev. Ray Stees. 7 Terrace Court, Ballston Lake, NY 12019   rstees@nycap.rr.com   518-406-5349 

Seminary Aid:  Full time students in a 3 year Masters degree program leading to credentials of an elder or   

            deacon:  up to $7000 per year with a maximum of  $21,000
     Part-time students in a masters degree program leading to credentials as a deacon or elder:    up to $3000 per year with a maximum of $15,000     

Aid will be offered as the BOOM budget allows and according to demonstrated need. 
Applications are available on the conference web site. The BOOM seminary aid officer is Rev. Fran Hemstreet      5483 Naumburg Lane   Castorland, NY 13620   315-493-0975    revfkh@juno.com
Doctoral Studies: For those pastors engaged in advanced studies for a DMin or PhD,  aid will be offered as the BOOM budget allows and according to demonstrated need as follows:  $500 per semester with a maximum of $3000.  Applications are available on the conference web site. BOOM’s Doctoral studies aid officer is Rev. Ray Stees. 7 Terrace Court, Ballston Lake, NY 12019   rstees@nycap.rr.com   518-406-5349 

Course of Studies Aid can be accessed by contacting  Betsy O’Flynn,  UNY BOOM Admin Assistant
1100 South Goodman Street, Rochester, NY 14620   585-340-9558; 585-340-9526 (fax)
uppernyumc@unyumc.org 
Background checks for candidates for ministry and for those transferring in to the Upper New York Conference are done using LexisNexis Screening service.      Candidate pays  $80 and  Boom pays any remaining balance.      To initiate a background check download the packet from the BOOM resources page and send the completed application with your check made out to UNYUNC to Betsy O’Flynn,  UNY BOOM Admin Assistant 1100 South Goodman Street, Rochester, NY 14620   585-340-9558; 585-340-9526 (fax)
uppernyumc@unyumc.org 
Psychological Assessment for Candidates for Ministry and for those required to undergo assessment by BOOM will be administered by the candidacy mentor using the services of Clergy Assessment Services, Dr John Hinkle Jr. Cost will be borne ½ by candidate and ½ by BOOM.  Current total cost is estimated at $600.   BOOM currently has 2 Ministerial Assessment Specialists to conduct the personal interview phase of assessment. Contact the BOOM officer to determine the MAS nearest your location. 

Rev. Ron Wenzinger,   PO box 739., Whitney Point, NY  13862    607-692-3058    revswenz@aol.com
